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TORONTO – The Citizens
Foundation Canada (TCF Canada)
held its eighth annual gala
fundraising dinner at the Dreams
Convention Center in GTA last
week. The sold-out event was
attended by more than 630 people
who came to listen to the TCF
story and how it is changing
Pakistan's educational landscape
for the underprivileged.

The speakers included the
Consul General of Pakistan, Mr
Mohammad Nafees Zakaria, Ms
Uzma Shakir, Director, Office of
Equity, Diversity and Human
Rights, City of Toronto, who
delivered the keynote address and
really captured the audience with
her passionate and candid speech;
and Ms Najma Shamsi, the
Founding Director of TCF

Canada. These speakers were pre-
ceded by a welcome address by
Mr. Aziz Rakla, President of TCF
Canada, and a video message from
Mr. Mushtaq Chapra, TCF
Chairman. The speakers empha-
sized the urgent need for improv-
ing the educational opportunities
to millions of under served chil-
dren from the slums and rural
areas of Pakistan.

Quoting numbers and statistics,
they highlighted the gap that exists
in the society and how some of the
present problems Pakistan is fac-
ing are directly attributable to the

sorry state of literacy in the coun-
try. As a ray of hope, they pointed
out the tremendous efforts TCF is
making in improving the educa-
tional opportunities for the masses. 

The speakers also highlighted the
fact that despite the wonderful job
done by TCF, the need is far
greater and growing, and therefore,
require the urgent attention of the
Pakistani diaspora whose volun-
teer efforts as well as monetary
support can make a big difference.

Consul General Zakaria in his
speech also commended the
dynamic efforts of The Citizens
Foundation for promoting educa-
tion in Pakistan. “The TCF is a
success story, which has grown
from five schools in 1994 to 910
schools all over  Pakistan current-
ly. It has become the largest

national education program by any
non-profit, non-government
organization”. The significant
growth of TCF schools, he added,
is a manifestation of confidence
that the people in Pakistan and
abroad have reposed in its trans-
parent, successful self-sustaining
mechanism and the credibility of
those who are running it.

Mr Zakaria further said that
the TCF is promoting the spirit
of coexistence in a diverse
nation state of Pakistan. “The
underlying objective is to bring
national harmony and lessen

disparities between the Haves
and Haves-not. TCF has bene-
fitted Balochis, Pashtuns,
Sindhis, Punjabis, Hindus, and
Christians even handedly”. 

The Consul Ceneral pointed out
that the TCF schools are model in
the sense that the opportunities
are for all regardless of religious
affiliations, caste, creed, gender
or sect. As for gender balance, the
ratio of boys to girls is 50:50. So,
it addresses the issue that the
international community often
expresses concern about or at
times even criticizes Pakistan. 

“TCF also gives a comfort level
to all Pakistanis who are some-
times posed with questions
regarding discrimination on reli-
gious ground,” he said adding:
“TCF has proved that there is no

discrimination. Just to cite an
example, Chak-58 Faisalabad
Schools have 150 Christian chil-
dren out of 301 students. It is a
common situation in other loca-
tions as well. Likewise, in gov-
ernment schools also one may not
see any discrimination”. 

Mr Zakaria concluded with his
personal message and appeal to
all Pakistani community mem-
bers: 
“Ilm Ki Roshni Ko agar Hei
Phelana
Tau Mere Humwatno Humein Yeh
Qadam Hei Aaj Hi Uthana.” 

The evening included raffle draws
and other fund raising activities
which in conjunction with the
money raised through gala ticket
sales, yielded in excess of
$100,000 for TCF. The evening,
which was emceed by a well
known comedian, Ali Hassan,
included a sit-down dinner. The
event concluded with an
enthralling performance by the
music group, The Avengers. 
About TCF
TCF is a professionally managed,
non-profit organization set up in
1995 by a group of citizens con-
cerned with the dismal state of
education in Pakistan. It is now
one of Pakistan's leading organiza-
tions in the field of formal educa-
tion. As of today, TCF has estab-
lished 910 purpose-built school
units nationwide with an enrol-
ment of 126,000 students. TCF
encourages female enrolment and
strives to maintain a 50% female
ratio in most of its campuses. TCF
has an all-female faculty of about
6,300 teachers. 

The vision of TCF is to remove
barriers of class and privilege and
to make the citizens of Pakistan
Agents of Positive Change. TCF
believes that access to basic edu-
cation is the right of each individ-
ual and not a privilege. 

To achieve these goals, TCF is
constantly surveying education-
deprived locations in Pakistan to
extend its network. Each new
location is appraised through an

extensive assessment of demo-
graphics, income level, number
and standard of existing schools in
the area, availability of qualified
teachers in the area and a number
of other criteria.

TCF Canada is a registered char-
ity recognized by Canada Revenue
Agency. All donations to TCF
Canada are eligible for Canadian
tax credit. TCF Canada is audited
by KPMG LLP and its audited
financial statements for past five
years are available at
www.TCFCanada.org
The Citizens Foundation Canada is
located at: 1877 Featherston Drive,
Mississauga, Ontario L5L 2T2
Office: 1-905-607-2666 or 1-888-
467-2552,  Cell: 416-319-5929 
email: tcfcan@hotmail.com

$100,000 raised for TCF shools in Pakistan
The Citizens Foundation is a success story: Nafees Zakaria

Pakistani Consulate officials, other guests and hosts photographed at The Citizens Foundation’s eighth annual gala fundraising dinner at Dreams Convention Center
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Guests at TCF’s annual gala fundraising dinner at Dreams Convention Center

Ali Hassan



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


